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WHAT DOES SHB DAMAGE LOOK LIKE?

The most considerable damage performed by SHB occurs during their larval stage.
Larvae consume virtually every edible substance in the hive except for the wooden
hive-ware itself. A large infestation of SHB will cause significant damage to brood,
comb, pollen, and honey. Excrement defecated by feeding larvae causes honey to
ferment and no longer be suitable for human or bee consumption. Frames that have
been removed from active colonies are also at risk of SHB damage. Entire seasons’
worth of honey in extraction lines can be spoiled and valuable frames of empty wax
comb can be lost if indoor storage facilities are infested.

Infestation of SHB larvae spoiling honey frame (Paul Kozak).

HOW TO PREPARE A SAMPLE:

Your Provincial Apiculturist can help you confirm the identity of your possible SHB finding. Here are the steps you
should take if you find a possible SHB in your hives:
l. Collect suspected SHB and store it/ them in isopropyl alcohol in a small jar or Ziploc bag. To do so:
a. Have an open collection container on hand.
b. Gently press (without crushing) on the back (dorsal side) of the beetle with one index
finger, immobilizing it, so you can get your collection container ready.
Using your fingers (gloves can be worn), gently place the beetle into your collection
container, again making sure not to crush the sample.
i. If the sample is in the larval stage, gently scoop it/ them into the collection
container
Add 70 - 75% isopropyl alcohol
i. Avoid using 99% isopropyl alcohol as this potency of alcohol could deteriorate
the sample.
After a sample has been collected, a few photos of any additional sightings and the preserved sample should
be taken.
Mark the hive the sample was taken from and reduce its entrance.
Reduce the entrance(s) to all other hives in the yard
Contact the Provincial Apiculturist and send photos of sample.
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FINAL STEPS
Upon leaving the yard, employ standard hiosecurity
practices such as:
a. Torch hive tools
h. Checking clothing and vehicle exterior
for beetles
Double bag garbage
Go through a car wash before visiting
another apiary
Contact your Provincial Apiculturist for
instructions on the best way to deliver the
sample.
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